Securing a Future for
Maryland’s Birds
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Audubon’s Important Bird
Areas program

Major goal:

Identify a network of sites that contain habitat
needed to maintain healthy bird populations,
and focus conservation efforts on these sites.




Program initiated by BirdLife International 1n mid-1980s
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3,619 IBAs cover 7% of Europe




Many Published Country and
Continent Inventories




Important Bird Areas program

Objectives

Identify the most essential habitats for birds.

Monitor these sites for changes to birds and
habitats.

Conserve these areas for long-term protection
of bird populations.




Site criteria based on vulnerabilities
- IBAs provide habitat for:

. Sites important to bird species at-risk

. Sites important to bird assemblages,
vulnerable because they are dependent on
a particular habitat type

. Sites where native birds concentrate 1n
significant numbers




Category 1 At-risk species:
IBA threshold population
size

Common Tern

Saltmarsh Sparrow Threshold = 30 pairs

Threshold=10 prs

Prairie Warbler Whip-poor-will
Threshold = 30 prs Threshold = 10 pairs




Category 2 Diverse habitat specialist
assemblages

BBA block FIDS species richness (Coastal
plain region)

Top 15%:
meets IBA
criteria
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Bird Blitz — find new IBAs

Volunteer bird survey

Targeted at IBA priority
species

Birds are counted and mapped
using GPS
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Important Bird Areas in Maryland-DC



Audubon helps defeat proposed highway in
Charles County




Public recognition and outreach




IBA monitoring
in partnership with the MBCP

Why monitor bird species in IBAs?

Examine trends 1n abundance and diversity of
bird populations.

Bird survey results can be used as an indicator
to compare the habitat quality of different IBAs
in the same region.

Understand gradients of habitat quality within a
single IBA 1n order to inform management
decisions.







IBA monitoring results- example




IBA Champions protect Important Bird Areas

1. Monitoring: Volunteers track
bird populations.

2. Stewardship: Technical expertise
and volunteer groups for habitat
management

3. Advocacy: Bird data and citizen
action for land protection

Email Chris Eberly
(director@marylandbirds.org)
to get involved!




